
September 23, 2012 - Bulletin  September 23, 2012 - Bulletin 
 

2  3 
 

 

Today’s Bulletin Sponsors are: 
For the health and prosperity of: 
Church School students and teachers, offered by the Parish Council 
 

Readings: 
• Galatians 4:22-31 (Forerunner) 

• Luke 1:5-25 (Forerunner) 
• 2 Corinthians 6:1-10 (Sunday) 

• Luke 5:1-11 (Sunday) 
BRETHREN , for it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave and one by 

a free woman. But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, the son of the 
free woman through promise. Now this is an allegory: these women are two covenants. 
One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. Now Hagar is 
Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery 
with her children. But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. For it is 
written, "Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; break forth and shout, you who are 
not in travail; for the children of the desolate one are many more than the children of her 
that is married." Now we, brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise. But as at that time 
he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the 
Spirit, so it is now. But what does the scripture say? "Cast out the slave and her son; for 
the son of the slave shall not inherit with the son of the free woman." So, brethren, we 
are not children of the slave but of the free woman. 

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zacharias, of the 
division of Abijah; and he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blameless. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was 
barren, and both were advanced in years.  

Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 
according to the custom of the priesthood, it fell to him by lot to enter the temple of the 
Lord and burn incense. And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at 
the hour of incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right 
side of the altar of incense. 

And Zacharias was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. But the angel 
said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard, and your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 

And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth; for he will be 
great before the Lord, and he shall drink no wine nor strong drink, and he will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. And he will turn many of the sons of 
Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, 
to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared." And Zacharias said to the angel, 
"How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years." And 
the angel answered him, "I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God; and I was 
sent to speak to you, and to bring you this good news. And behold, you will be silent and 
unable to speak until the day that these things come to pass, because you did not believe 

my words, which will be fulfilled in their time." And the people were waiting for 
Zacharias, and they wondered at his delay in the temple. And when he came out, he 
could not speak to them, and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple; and 
he made signs to them and remained dumb. And when his time of service was ended, he 
went to his home. 

After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she hid herself, 
saying, "Thus the Lord has done to me in the days when he looked on me, to take away 
my reproach among men."  

 

Saturday service: Vespers – 6:PM 

Sunday service: 
Hours - 9:40 AM  Divine Liturgy  – 10:00 AM 

 (Private Confession – Half hour before any service. Please don’t delay the service.) 
(General Confession – 9:45 AM on the first Sunday of each month) 

(Pannikhidas – after Divine Liturgy 3rd Sunday of each month) 

Church School – 9:30 AM  
No Church School on the first Sunday of each month. 

Coffee hour - after Liturgy 
We would like to welcome all parish visitors and invite you to join us after the 

Liturgy, downstairs, for Coffee hour. 
 

Announcements: 
• The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on September 30th after 

coffee hour. 
• Church School has begun for the school year as of today. If your child 

has not attended our church school previously and you are interested in 
having them participate this year, please fill out a registration sheet at the 
candle stand. Classes are for children from pre-K through Grade 8. If you 
have any questions please see Maribeth Romanofsky or Linda Dantinne. 

• On Monday, October 1, 2012, His Grace, Bishop Michael will celebrate 
a special Service of Thanksgiving marking the 60th Anniversary of the 
priestly ordination of Fr. Daniel Hubiak.   The service will take place at 
1:00 p.m. at Saints Peter and Paul Church, Jersey City NJ.  A reception in 
the church hall will follow.  All clergy colleagues, former parishioners, 
family and friends of Father Daniel and Matushka Dunia are cordially 
invited to attend the celebration.  Those planning to attend are invited to 
contact Archpriest Joseph Lickwar at jlickwar@verizon.net .  

• The Sisterhood of the Protection of the Mother of God will celebrate 
their feast day on Sunday Oct. 7th with a potluck luncheon after the 
liturgy.  The cost of the luncheon will be $5.00 each. Church school 
students and those under 12 are free. Sisterhood members should see the 
sign up sheet posted downstairs to let us know what they are planning to 
bring. 
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The Conception of the Venerable Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist 
of the Lord, John: 

Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the Conception of the Venerable 
Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord, John. 

The holy Prophet Malachi prophesied that before the Messiah's birth His 
Forerunner would appear, and would indicate His coming. The Jews 
therefore in awaiting the Messiah also awaited the appearance of His 
Forerunner. 

In a city of the hills of Judea, in the land of Palestine, lived the righteous 
priest St Zachariah and his wife St Elizabeth, zealously observing the 
commandments of the Lord. The couple, however, had a misfortune: they 
remained childless in their old age, and they prayed unceasingly to God to 
grant them a child 

Once, when St Zachariah took his turn as priest at the Temple of 
Jerusalem, he went into the Sanctuary to offer incense. Going behind the 
veil of the Sanctuary, he beheld an angel of God standing at the right side of 
the altar of incense. 

St Zachariah was astonished and halted in fear, but the angel said to him, 
"Fear not, Zachariah, for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will 
bear you a son, and you shall call his name John." But Zachariah did not 
believe the words of the heavenly messenger, and then the angel said to 
him, "I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God; and I was sent to 
speak to you, and to bring you the good news. Behold, you will be silent 
and unable to speak until the day that these things come to pass, because 
you did not believe my words...." 

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zachariah and they were 
astonished that he had not come out from the Sanctuary after so long a time. 
And when he did come out, he was supposed to pronounce a blessing upon 
the people, but could not do so because he had been struck speechless. 
When Zachariah explained by gestures that he was unable to speak, the 
people then understood that he had experienced a vision. The prophecy of 
the Archangel was fulfilled, and Righteous Elizabeth was delivered from 
her barrenness, and gave birth to John, the Forerunner and Baptist of the 
Lord. 

Great Zachariah rejoices with his wife, the far-famed Elizabeth, 
for she has fittingly conceived John the Forerunner, 

whom an angel announced in gladness; 
and whom we rightly honor 

as an initiate of the grace of God. 
Kontakion  
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Glory to Jesus 
Christ  

 
Conception of the 

Honorable Glorious 
Prophet, Forerunner and 

Baptist John 

Glory 
Forever 

Rejoice, O barren one, who formerly did not bear a child, 
for you have conceived the Lamp of the Sun,  

who is to illumine the whole universe darkened by blindness. 
Rejoice, O Zachariah 

and cry out with boldness: 
“The prophet of the Most High desires to be born!” 

. Troparion - 

On this day the Church remembers:    
The Conception of the Honorable Glorious Prophet, Forerunner and 

Baptist John ● Ss. Xanthippa and Polyxena, disciples of the Apostles, who died in 
Spain (109) ● Virgin Martyr Irais (Rhais, Raíssa) of Alexandria (ca. 308)  

● Martyrs Andrew, John, and John’s children: Peter and Antonius, of Syracuse, 
martyred in Africa (9th c.) 
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Tone 7 of the Octoechos 16th Sunday After Pentecost 
   


