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Today’s Bulletin Sponsors are: 

Readings: 
•  Galatians 6:11-18 
•  Luke 8:41-56 

 

BRETHREN , see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own 
hand. It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that would 
compel you to be circumcised, and not only in order that they may not be 
persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even those who receive circumcision do 
not themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they 
may glory in your flesh. But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to 
the world. For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, 
but a new creation. Peace and mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon 
the Israel of God. Henceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear on my body the 
marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, 
brethren. Amen. 

At that time , there came to Jesus a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of 
the synagogue; and falling at Jesus' feet he besought him to come to his house, 
for he had an only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying. As 
he went, the people pressed round him. And a woman who had had a flow of 
blood for twelve years and had spent all her living upon physicians and could 
not be healed by anyone, came up behind him, and touched the fringe of his 
garment; and immediately her flow of blood ceased. And Jesus said, "Who was 
it that touched me?" When all denied it, Peter said, "Master, the multitudes 
surround you and press upon you!" But Jesus said, "Some one touched me; for 
I perceive that power has gone forth from me." And when the woman saw that 
she was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before him declared 
in the presence of all the people why she had touched him, and how she had 
been immediately healed. And he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made 
you well; go in peace." While he was still speaking, a man from the ruler's 
house came and said, "Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher any 
more." But Jesus on hearing this answered him, "Do not fear; only believe, and 
she shall be well." And when he came to the house, he permitted no one to 
enter with him, except Peter and John and James, and the father and mother of 
the child. And all were weeping and bewailing her; but he said, "Do not weep; 
for she is not dead but sleeping." And they laughed at him, knowing that she 
was dead. But taking her by the hand he called, saying, "Child, arise." And her 
spirit returned, and she got up at once; and he directed that something should 
be given her to eat. And her parents were amazed; but he charged them to tell 
no one what had happened. 

 

 

Saturday service: Vespers – 6:30 PM  
Sunday service:  

Hours – 9:40 AM  Divine Liturgy  – 10:00 AM 
Private Confession – Half hour before any service.  

See Fr Matthew for other times. 
General Confession – 9:45 AM on the first Sunday of each month 

Pannikhidas – after Divine Liturgy 3rd Sunday of each month 

Coffee hour – after Liturgy, downstairs in the Community Room 
Church School - Sunday 9:30 AM  (no classes 1st Sunday of each month)  

 

We would like to welcome all parish visitors and invite you to join us after 
the Liturgy for Coffee hour. 

Announcements: 

• Today we are celebrating the 48th anniversary of the founding of 
our parish. Join us after the Liturgy for a dinner in our community 
room, sponsored by the Sisterhood. The dinner will feature ethnic 
foods and will cost $10 per person. 

• On Tuesday evening, November 20, at 6:30 PM we will celebrate a 
Vesperal Liturgy for Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos into 
the Temple. 

Special Announcements: 

• Any Announcements for the bulletin can be submitted by E-
Mail to:  Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org 

• Upcoming bulletins can be sponsored; this can be done with the 
signup sheet at the candle stand. 
A word from the desert: If you hear or see someone sin, keep from 

slandering him and judging him. You tell someone else about him, he tells it to 
another, the other to the third, the third to the fourth, and so everyone will 
come to know and be tempted. And they will judge the one who sinned, which 
is a very serious thing. And you will be the cause of all this, by publishing your 
brother's sin. Slanderers are like lepers that harm others by their foul odor, or 
like those stricken by the plague who carry their disease from place to place 
and destroy others. Keep yourself, then, from slandering your neighbor, lest 
you sin gravely and give someone else cause for sin. 

- Saint Tikhon of Zadonsk (1724-1783) 
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4    Diocese of New York and New Jersey, of the Orthodox Church in America.  

 

The Sad Duties of a Prophet: 
 
On November 12th the Church honors the prophet Ahijah, who lived in the time of 

Solomon and the kings who followed him.  
Solomon, of course, is one of most important kings of the Old Testament. He pleased 

God by asking for wisdom rather than more worldly gifts, and was given that gift as 
well as others. He was a poet, writer, and an architect skilled enough to oversee 
construction of the Temple in Jerusalem. An able diplomat, he secured peace with 
neighboring nations, and then was able to increase Israel's trade and wealth.  

But Chapter 11 of 1st Kings/3rd Kingdom records God's displeasure with Solomon's 
squandering of his gifts. We read in 11:1 that he took as lovers "Moabite, Ammonite, 
Edomite, Sidonian and Hittite women" even though God had told the Israelites, 'You 
shall not enter into marriage with them...for they will surely incline your heart to follow 
their gods.' " 

Ahijah is the prophet to whom God gives the task of telling Jeroboam that God has 
chosen him to succeed Solomon. Ahijah, wearing a new garment, meets Jeroboam on 
the road. As a sign of what the future will bring, the prophet tears his garment into 
twelve pieces, and tells Jeroboam that God intends to "tear the kingdom from the hand 
of Solomon" and give Jeroboam ten tribes.  

Undoubtedly Ahijah has great hopes for Jeroboam's rule. After all, God has chosen 
him and saved him from Solomon's murderous wrath, and has allowed him to be named 
"king over all Israel" (12: 20).  

But Jeroboam fears that his subjects might want to return to Jerusalem, which is not 
under his control, to worship in the Temple. So he has two golden calves made, and tells 
his people, "You have gone up to Jerusalem long enough. Here are your gods, O Israel, 
which brought you up out of the land of Egypt" (12: 28b). He offers sacrifices on the 
altars of the calves he's made. 

Not only are Ajihah's hopes dashed, but his next encounter with King Jeroboam, or 
rather the king's wife, is heartbreaking. Jeroboam's son is taken ill, and the king tells his 
wife to go to Ahijah to ask what will happen to the child. Knowing how he has 
disappointed the prophet, Jeroboam tells her to meet Ahijah in disguise so he won't 
know her. But God reveals her coming to Ahijah, and instructs him to tell her that evil 
will come upon Jeroboam's house because he has misused the gifts God gave him. She 
returns home with this terrible news, and as she reaches her threshold, the boy dies. 

Paul writes in I Thessalonians, read on this day, "...we had courage in our God to 
declare to you the Gospel of God in spite of great opposition" (2: 1b).  

Ahijah needed that same courage to deliver his unwelcome message to a 
disappointing king. Jeroboam used his free will to turn decisively from God, and Ahijah 
had to be the one to tell him what the consequences of his terrible folly would be.  

- Department of Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in America 
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Glory to  
Jesus Christ 

 
Martyrs Onesiphorus 

and Porphyrius 

Glory 
Forever 

The pair of glorious martyrs, Onesiphorus and Porphyrius,  
 endured their suffering with strength,  

dashing down to the earth the arrogance of the enemy,  
 and shining with the grace of the uncreated Trinity;  

 together with the angels, they unceasingly pray for us all. 

Today the Church remembers:  
Martyrs Onesiphorus and Porphyrius of Ephesus (3rd-4th c.) ● Ven. Matrona, 

Abbess, of Constantinople (ca. 492) ● Ven. Theoctiste of the Isle of Lesbos (881) ● 
Ven. Onísifor (Onesiphorus) the Confessor, of the Kiev Caves (Near Caves—1148) 
● Martyr Alexander of Thessalonica (4th c.) ● Martyr Anthony of Apamea (5th c.) 
●  Ven. John the Short, of Egypt (5th c.) ● Ss. Eustolia (610) and Sosipatra (ca. 

625), of Constantinople ● St Nectarios Kephalas, Metropolitan of Pentapolis (1920) 
● Ven. Euthymius, Founder of Dochiariou Monastery (Mt. Athos—10th c.), and 

Ven. Neophytus, Co-founder of the Monastery ● Icon of the Most-holy Theotokos, 
“SHE WHO IS QUICK TO HEAR” 

November 9, 2014 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost Tone 5 of the Octoechos 

 


