Sunday, June 21, 2015
Gospel: Matthew 6:22-33

Tone 2
Epistle: Romans 5:1-10

Parish Council Vice President: Holly Dawson

Glory to
Jesus Christ!

Glory
Forever!
Martyr Julian of Tarsus,
in Cilicia

Your holy martyr Julian, O Lord, through his suffering has received an
incorruptible crown from You, our God.
For having Your strength, he laid low his adversaries,
and shattered the powerless boldness of demons.
Through his intercessions save our souls!

Today the Church Remembers
Parish Council President: Trudy Ellmore

Sub-Deacon Vlash
Sub-Deacon Edward Dawson

V. Rev. Dr. Matthew Searfoorce, Rector

OCA – Diocese of New York-New Jersey

Orthodox Church of the Mother of God

3rd Sunday after Pentecost; Martyr Julian of Tarsus, in Cilicia;
All Saints of Britain and Ireland

3rd Sunday After Pentecost — Tone 2. Martyr Julian of Tarsus in Cilicia (3rd4th c.). All Saints of Britain and Ireland. Hieromartyr Terence (Tertius), Bishop
of Iconium (1st c.). St. Julius, Presbyter of Novara, and his brother, St. Julian the
Deacon (5th c.). Martyrs Archil II (744) and Luarsab II (1622), Kings of Georgia.

Weekly Bulletin Sponsors
For Health of:
My husband, Richard on Father’s Day.
Erika Freed on her birthday; niece of Lore Stefy.
Peter Taran on his birthday; offered by his family.
In Eternal Memory of:
Adele Taran, offered by daughter, Holly Dawson; with a Pannikhida
Service.

“Orthodox Church of the Mother of God: Joy of all the Sorrowful” founded in 1966

Liturgical Schedule:
Sunday, June 21st
9:40 am: Hours
10:00 am: Divine Liturgy
Saturday, June 27th
6:30 pm: Vespers
Sunday, June 28th
9:40 am: Hours
10:00 am: Divine Liturgy
Saturday, July 4th
No Vespers
Sunday, July 5th
9:40 am: Hours
10:00 am: Divine Liturgy

Readings:
Epistle: Romans 5:1-10
Brethren, since we are justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Through him we have obtained access to
this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in
our hope of sharing the glory of God. More than
that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, and endurance
produces character, and character produces
hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because
God's love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit which has been given to
us. While we were still weak, at the right time
Christ died for the ungodly. Why, one will
hardly die for a righteous man -- though perhaps
for a good man one will dare even to die. But
God shows his love for us in that while we were
yet sinners Christ died for us. Since, therefore,
we are now justified by his blood, much more
shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.
For if while we were enemies we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much

more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be
saved by his life. Not only so, but we also
rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received our
reconciliation.
Gospel: Matthew 6:22-33
The Lord said, "The eye is the lamp of the
body. So, if your eye is sound, your whole body
will be full of light; but if your eye is not sound,
your whole body will be full of darkness. If then
the light in you is darkness, how great is the
darkness! No one can serve two masters; for
either he will hate the one and love the other, or
he will be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about
your life, what you shall eat or what you shall
drink, nor about your body, what you shall put
on. Is not life more than food, and the body
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air:
they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are
you not of more value than they? And which of
you by being anxious can add one cubit to his
span of life? And why are you anxious about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes
the grass of the field, which today is alive and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not
much more clothe you, O men of little faith?
Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall
we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall
we wear? For the Gentiles seek all these things;
and your heavenly Father knows you need them
all. But seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things shall be yours
as well."
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“Orthodox Church of the Mother of God: Joy of all the Sorrowful” founded in 1966
Bulletin Sponsor: Use the sign-up sheet at the candle stand for the
health of, eternal memory of or a Pannikhida for a loved one or
friend, for a donation of $10. Sponsors will be remembered during
Divine Liturgy for the day/week that you signed up for.
Memorial Candles: Candles be purchased at the candle stand, suggested donation of $10 for a large one
and $2 for a small one.
Private Confessions: Can be heard a half hour before any service. See Father Matthew for other times
and General Confession: Will be at 9:45 am on the first Sunday of the month.
Pannikhida Service: The third Sunday of each month there will be a Pannikhida after Divine Liturgy. If
you would like your loved ones to be remembered please give a list of names to Father Matthew before
that Sunday for those to be remembered in the month.
Special Announcements for the bulletin can be submitted by E-Mail:
Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org
Volunteers are needed to clean the church. Please use the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board downstairs
or candle stand, to indicate when you can help.
The Living Clean Group of Narcotics Anonymous meets every Friday from 8-9:15 pm downstairs in the
community room.
We would like to welcome all parish visitors and invite you to join us after the Liturgy for Coffee hour.

Orthodox Church of the Mother of God: Parish News
Coming Events for Your Calendar
August 20, 2015
Orthodox Youth Day
Nativity of the Virgin Mary Church, Jackson, NJ
Six Flags Great Adventure
August 23, 2015
NJ Deanery Clergy Family Picnic
September 2-3, 2015
Clergy Conference
Assumption of the Virgin Church, Clifton, NJ

Sisterhood of the Protector of the Mother of God News
There will be a Sisterhood meeting on Sunday July 5th after Divine Liturgy and
coffee hour downstairs in the community room.
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Martyr Julian of Tarsus, in Cilicia

Jesus Christ, and even more fearlessly and
boldly denounced polytheism. The governor
then gave orders to cut off her feet, since she had
accompanied her son from Tarsus. They tied the
Martyr Julian into a sack, filled with sand and
poisonous snakes, and threw it into the sea. The
body of the sufferer was carried by the waves to
the shores of Alexandria, and with reverence
was buried by a certain pious Christian. The
martyr’s death occurred in about the year 305.
Afterwards his relics were transferred to
Antioch. St John Chrysostom honored the holy
Martyr Julian with an encomium.

Patristic Wisdom for Daily Living with
the Church Fathers:
The Holy Martyr Julian of Tarsus was born in
the Asia Minor province of Cilicia. He was the
son of a pagan senator, but his mother was a
Christian. After the death of her husband the
mother of St Julian moved to Tarsus, where her
son was baptized and raised in Christian piety.
When Julian reached age 18, a persecution
against Christians began under the emperor
Diocletian (284-305). Among those arrested was
St Julian. They brought him before the governor
Marcian for trial, and for a long time they urged
him to renounce Christ. Neither tortures nor
threats, nor promises of gifts and honors could
convince the pious youth to offer pagan sacrifice
and deny Christ. The holy confessor remained
steadfast in his firm faith.
For a whole year they led the martyr through
the cities of Cilicia, everywhere subjecting him
to interrogation and tortures, after which they
threw him in prison. St Julian’s mother followed
after her son and prayed that the Lord would
strengthen him. In the city of Aegea, she
besought the governor to permit her to visit the
prison, ostensibly to persuade her son to offer
sacrifice to idols. She spent three days in prison
with St Julian, exhorting him to be strong until
the end.
St Julian was again brought to stand
before the governor. Thinking that the mother
had persuaded her son to submit to the imperial
decree, the governor began to praise her
prudence. But suddenly she boldly confessed
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Use your education
It is better to be ignorant than to be
educated? Not at all, says St. Clement of
Alexandria. The more you learn, the better
prepared you are to understand and defend
your faith.
Some people who think themselves naturally
gifted don’t want to touch either philosophy or
logic. They don’t even want to learn natural
science. They demand bare faith alone—as if
they wanted to harvest grapes right away
without putting any work into the vine.
We must prune, dig, trellis, and do all the
other work. I think you’ll agree the pruning
knife, the pickaxe, and the other farmer’s tools
are necessary for growing grapevines, so that
they will produce edible fruit. And as in
farming, so in medicine: the one who has
learned something is the one who has practiced
the various lessons, so that he can cultivate or
heal.
And here, too, I say you’re truly educated if
you bring everything to bear on the truth. Taking
what’s useful from geometry, music, grammar,
and philosophy itself, you guard the Faith from
assault.
—St. Clement of Alexandria, Miscellany, 1.9
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In God’s Presence, consider….
What gifts has my education given m e—
whether it’s elementary school or multiple
doctorates?
How can I use them to guard the Faith from
assault?
Closing Prayer:
Lord, enlighten my soul to comprehend all that
you have taught in your divine and saving
oracles, so that I may lead a life of guileless
faith and blameless conversation.

Prayers by the Lake, St. Nikolai
Velimirovich, X:
To a silent tongue and a contemplative mind
You draw near, O All-Holy Spirit, bridegroom
of my soul. You avoid a talkative tongue as a
swan avoids a stormy lake. Like a swan you
swim across the quiet of my heart and make it
fruitful.
Desist from your wordly wisdom, my neighbors.
Wisdom is begotten, not made. As Wisdom is
begotten in God, so is it begotten on earth.
Begotten wisdom creates, but is not created.
So, you braggarts brag about your intellect!
What is your intellect except remembering many
facts? And if you remember so much, how could
you have forgotten the moments of the
wondrous begetting of wisdom within you?
Sometimes I hear you talking about great
thoughts that were born to you unexpectedly
without any effort. Who bore these thoughts to
you, intellectuals? How were they begotten
without a father, if you admit that you did not
father them?
Truly I say to you: the father of these thoughts is
the All-Holy Spirit, and their mother survives as
the virgin corner of your soul, where the AllHoly Spirit still dares to enter.
Thus every wisdom in heaven and on earth is
begotten of the Virgin and the All-Holy Spirit.
The All-Holy Spirit hovered over the chastity of
the first hypostasis, and the Ultimate Man, the
Wisdom of God, was begotten.
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What the chastity of the Father is in heaven, the
virginity of the Mother is on earth. What the
action of the Holy Spirit is in heaven, His action
is on earth. What the begetting of wisdom is in
heaven, the begetting of wisdom is on earth.
O my soul, my eternal surprise! What happened
once in heaven and once on earth must happen
to you. You must become a virgin, so that you
can conceive the Wisdom of God. You must be
a virgin, so that the Spirit of God may fall in
love with you. All the miracles in heaven and on
earth originate from the Virgin and the Spirit.
A virgin gives birth to creative wisdom. A
wanton woman creates barren knowledge. Only
a virgin can see truth, while a wanton woman
can only recognize things.
O triune Lord, cleanse the vision of my soul, and
bow down Your face over her, so that my soul
may glisten with the glory of her Lord, so that
the wondrous history of heaven and earth may
be unsealed in her, so that she may be filled with
glittering like my lake, when the sun hovers
above it at noon.

Sayings of the Ascetics of the Orthodox
Church
God and Us – How to Come to Know God?
Many rich and powerful men would pay
dearly to see the Lord or His Most Pure Mother,
but God does not appear in riches, but in the
humble heart… Every one of the poorest men
can be humble and come to know God. It needs
neither money nor reputation to come to know
God, but only humility.
St. Silouan the Athonite, Writings, I.11,21

The Prologue of Ohrid
St. Nikolai Velimirovic
Reflection
When a man begins to train himself in keeping
silent, silence to him seems to be lesser than
speech; but when he is trained in silence then he
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knows that speech is lesser than silence. A monk
said to St. Sisoes: "I would like to preserve my
heart but I cannot," to which the elder
responded: "How can we preserve the heart
when the gate to our heart the tongue stands
open?" Charillos, the nephew of Lycurgus, was
once asked why his uncle issued so few laws. He
replied: "For those who speak little, many laws
are not needed."
Contemplation
To contemplate the miraculous healing of the
blind Bartimeus: "And they came to Jericho.
And as He was leaving Jericho with His
disciples and a very great crowd, Bartimeus, a
blind man the son of Timeus, was sitting by the
wayside begging" (St. Mark 10:46):
1. How Bartimeus cried out to the Lord
with faith for healing and the Lord
healed him;How my soul is also like a
woman with the issue of blood as long
as it is a slave to the flesh and blood;
2. How, even I, blinded in the soul, sit by
the road which the Lord passes by and,
if I cry out to Him, He will heal me.
Homily:

Sodom and Gomorrah sowed iniquity and
reaped the pain of a horrible death.
The sons of Eli the High Priest sowed iniquity
for they committed a desecration along side the
Ark of the Covenant and they reaped suffering
for they bitterly lost their lives in battle.
Call to mind Saul, his iniquity and his
sufferings. Then again, call to mind Ahab and
Jezebel. And again, call to mind Herod and
Judas. Then again, call to mind today and
yesterday and the days before yesterday and
every other day gone by and listen to the words
of every day: "He who sows iniquity reaps
calamity [suffering]!" Is there a village in the
world in which this teaching is not put before its
eyes? Is there a roof which, beneath it, does not
conceal such a teaching? Is there any living man
who has not witnessed this teaching in the living
examples around him?
O All-wise Lord, if we did not know Your will
we would be less responsible.
But since You gave us to know Your will, O
All-merciful One, grant us the strength to fulfill
it throughout all the days of our lives.

About sowing and reaping
"He who sows iniquity reaps calamity
[suffering]" (Proverbs 22:8).

To You be glory and thanks always. Amen.

If you commit an iniquity, perhaps suffering
[calamity] may pass you by the very day when
you commit the iniquity but suffering [calamity]
has heard the voice of iniquity and unavoidably
will come in its day.
Some sowing is sweet and some sowing is bitter.
Some sowing resembles life but the fruit and
reaping of that sowing is death.
Pay attention and learn from Holy Scripture: Eve
sowed iniquity through disobedience and pain in
childbirth befell her.
Cain sowed iniquity through fratricide and pain
and sleepless wandering throughout the earth
befell him.
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