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Today’s Bulletin Sponsors are:
For eternal memory of:
All departed Fathers, Stepfathers, Grandfathers, and Godfathers, by the
Parish Council on Fathers Day.

For the health of:
Steven, Larry, and Gregory Shuga, Nephews of Bill
Gregory, son-in-law of Andrew and Maribeth, on his birthday.
Richard Dantinne, offered by his wife Linda on Father’s Day.
All Fathers, Stepfathers, Grandfathers, and Godfathers, by the Parish Council
on Fathers Day.

Readings:

•
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them the words which you gave me, and they have received them and know in
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you did send me. I am
praying for them; I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have
given me, for they are mine; all mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am
glorified in them. And now I am no more in the world, but they are in the world,
and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have
given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While I was with them, I kept
them in your name, which you have given me; I have guarded them, and none of
them is lost but the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I
am coming to you; and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my
joy fulfilled in themselves."

Acts 20:16-18, 28-36
• John 17:1-13

IN THOSE DAYS, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesos, so that he might not
have to spend time in Asia; for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on
the day of Pentecost. And from Miletos he sent to Ephesos and called to him the
elders of the church. And when they came to him, he said to them: "Take heed to
yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to
care for the church of God which he obtained with the blood of his own Son. I
know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing
the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking perverse
things, to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be alert, remembering that
for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. And
now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build
you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I
coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands
ministered to my necessities, and to those who were with me. In all things I have
shown you that by so toiling one must help the weak, remembering the words of
the Lord Jesus, how he said, 'it is more blessed to give than to receive.' " And when
he had spoken thus, he knelt down and prayed with them all.

At that time, Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has
come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him
power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this
is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you
have sent. I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work which you gave
me to do; and now, Father, you glorify me in your own presence with the glory
which I had with you before the world was made.
"I have manifested your name to the men whom you gave me out of the world;
yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now
they know that everything that you have given me is from you; for I have given
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Saturday service: Vespers – 6:30 PM
Sunday service:
Hours – 9:40 AM
Divine Liturgy – 10:00 AM
Private Confession – Half hour before any service. See Fr Matthew for other times.
General Confession – 9:45 AM on the first Sunday of each month
Pannikhidas – after Divine Liturgy 3rd Sunday of each month
Coffee hour – after Liturgy
(Church School has ended for the school year.)
We would like to welcome all parish visitors and invite you to join us after
the Liturgy, downstairs, for Coffee hour.

Announcements:
•

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on June 30th after coffee
hour.

•

Volunteers are needed to clean the church. Please use the sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board, downstairs, to indicate when you can help.

•

Upcoming bulletins can be sponsored; this can be done with the signup
sheet at the candle stand.
Special Announcements for the bulletin can be submitted by E-Mail to:
Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org

•

Special Announcements:
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Seventh Sunday of Pascha:
Today, we commemorate the holy God-bearing Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council. The
Lord Jesus Christ left the Church a great promise, “I will build My Church, and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it” (Mt. 16:18). Although the Church of Christ on earth will pass
through difficult struggles with the Enemy of salvation, it will emerge victorious.
Persecution of Christians ceased during the fourth century, but heresies arose within the
Church itself. One of the most pernicious of these heresies was Arianism. Arius, a priest of
Alexandria, was a man of immense pride and ambition. In denying the divine nature of Jesus
Christ and His equality with God the Father, Arius falsely taught that the Savior is not
consubstantial with the Father, but is only a created being.
A local Council, convened with Patriarch Alexander of Alexandria presiding, condemned the
false teachings of Arius. However, Arius would not submit to the authority of the Church. He
wrote to many bishops, denouncing the decrees of the local Council. He spread his false teaching
throughout the East, receiving support from certain Eastern bishops.
Investigating these dissentions, the holy emperor Constantine (May 21) consulted Bishop
Hosius of Cordova (Aug. 27), who assured him that the heresy of Arius was directed against the
most fundamental dogma of Christ’s Church, and so he decided to convene an Ecumenical
Council. In 325, 318 bishops representing Christian Churches from various lands gathered
together at Nicea.
Among the assembled bishops were many confessors who had suffered during the
persecutions, and who bore the marks of torture upon their bodies. Also participating in the
Council were several great luminaries of the Church: St Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia
(December 6 and May 9), St Spyridon, Bishop of Tremithos (December 12), and others venerated
by the Church as holy Fathers.
With Patriarch Alexander of Alexandria came his deacon, Athanasius (who later became
Patriarch of Alexandria (May 2 and January 18). He is called “the Great,” for he was a zealous
champion for the purity of Orthodoxy. In the Sixth Ode of the Canon for today’s Feast, he is
referred to as “the thirteenth Apostle.”
The emperor Constantine presided over the sessions of the Council. In his speech, responding
to the welcome by Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea, he said, “God has helped me cast down the
impious might of the persecutors, but more distressful for me than any blood spilled in battle is
for a soldier, is the internal strife in the Church of God, for it is more ruinous.”
Arius, with seventeen bishops among his supporters, remained arrogant, but his teaching was
repudiated and he was excommunicated from the Church. In his speech, the holy deacon
Athanasius conclusively refuted the blasphemous opinions of Arius. The heresiarch Arius is
depicted in iconography sitting on Satan’s knees, or in the mouth of the Beast of the Deep (Rev.
13).
The Fathers of the Council declined to accept a Symbol of Faith (Creed) proposed by the
Arians. Instead, they affirmed the Orthodox Symbol of Faith. St Constantine asked the Council to
insert into the text of the Symbol of Faith the word “consubstantial,” which he had heard in the
speeches of the bishops. The Fathers of the Council unanimously accepted this suggestion.
In the Nicean Creed, the holy Fathers set forth and confirmed the Apostolic teachings about
Christ’s divine nature. The heresy of Arius was exposed and repudiated as an error of haughty
reason. After resolving this chief dogmatic question, the Council also issued Twelve Canons on
questions of churchly administration and discipline. Also decided was the date for the celebration
of Holy Pascha. By decision of the Council, Holy Pascha should not be celebrated by Christians
on the same day with the Jewish Passover, but on the first Sunday after the first full moon of the
vernal equinox (which occurred on March 22 in 325).
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Today the Church remembers:
7th Sunday of Pascha ● Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council ●
Afterfeast of Ascension ● St. Tychon (Tikhon, Tycho), Bishop of Amathus in
Cyprus (4th-5th c.) ● Ven Tikhon of Kaluga (or Medin—1492) ● Ven. Tikhon of
Lukhovsk (Kostromá—1503) ● Martyrs Tigrius the Presbyter and Eutropius the
Reader, of Constantinople (5th c.)

June 16, 2013
7th Sunday of Pascha

Pentecostarion Week 7
(Tone 6)

See us on the web at: ChurchMotherOfGod.org/bulletin
Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org
E-Mail us at:
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