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Bulletin sponsors this week are for:

Health of:

David and Kate Searfoorce on their anniversary, requested with love by Fr.
Matthew & M. Barbara

Rich and Lisa on their anniversary, offered by their family, with love.

Memory of:

Andrew and Olga Koss, requested with love by daughters Julie, Andrea & M.
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Saturday service: Vespers — 6:30 PM
Sunday Services:

Hours - 9:40 AM Divine Liturgy — 10:00 AM
General Confession — 9:45 AM on the first Sunday of each month
Private Confession - by appointment, contact Father Matthew
Pannikhidas — after Divine Liturgy, 3™ Sunday of each month

Barbara

Romans 15:1-7 (7" Sunday after Pentecost)
Hebrews 13:7-16 (Fathers)
Readings: Galatians 5:22-26:6:1-2 (St Seraphim)
—CAtIes: Matthew 9:27-35 (7" Sunday after Pentecost)
John 17:1-13 (Fathers)
Luke 6:17-23 (St Seraphim)

BRETHREN, we who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak, and
not to please ourselves; let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to edify him.
For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written, “The reproaches of those who
reproached thee fell on me.” For whatever was written in former days was written for
our instruction, that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we
might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live
in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may
with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one
another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying
aloud, “Have mercy on us, Son of David.” When he entered the house, the blind men
came to him; and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They
said to him, “Yes, Lord.” Then he touched their eyes, saying, “According to your
faith be it done to you.” And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly charged them,
“See that no one knows it.” But they went away and spread his fame through all that
district.

As they were going away, behold, a dumb demoniac was brought to him. And
when the demon had been cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the crowds marveled,
saying, “Never was anything like this seen in Israel.” But the Pharisees said, “He
casts out demons by the prince of demons.”

And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity
among the people.
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Coffee hour - after Divine Liturgy.
We would like to welcome all parish visitors and invite you to join us after the
Liturgy, downstairs, for Coffee Hour.

Sunday school classes are now on summer break.
Have a safe and healthy summer!

Announcements:

® There will be a meeting of the Parish Council today, July 19" after coffee hour.
® Our parish’s 60 anniversary will be observed on Sunday November 8" with a

Liturgy celebrated by Archbishop Michael, and a three course sit down luncheon at
Villa Fazzolari restaurant in Buena. Luncheon tickets are $45 per adult. (Please note,
this amount was increased to cover the cost of visiting clergy tickets.) The cost for
children under 12 ordering from the children’s menu will be $20. Tickets will be
available for purchase beginning September 6. Please plan on purchasing your tickets
early, as priority will be given to our parishioners before being sold to visitors.

Reminders:

® The Sisterhood’s food drive is ongoing. Please be generous with your donations.

Collection bins are located both downstairs and in the back of the church. Thank you!

® Thank you to everyone who has been donating to our parish. There is a basket at the

candle stand to accept donations. Also, a Venmo account can be used for donations at
https://venmo.com/u/Hala-Dawson.

® Announcements or Prayer Requests for the bulletin, should be submitted by email

to: Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org by the Friday before the date needed.

® Please remember the citizens of Ukraine in your prayers. And please continue to

pray for peace in the Middle East.

® The Grey Book Step Meeting Group of Narcotics Anonymous meets every Tuesday

from 7-8:00 PM downstairs in the community room.

® The Living Clean Group of Narcotics Anonymous meets every Friday from 8-9:15

PM downstairs in the community room.
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https://churchmotherofgod.org/scripture-readings/hebrews-137-16-saint/
https://churchmotherofgod.org/scripture-readings/galatians-522-2661-2-saints/
https://churchmotherofgod.org/scripture-readings/john-171-13-7th-sunday-after-pascha/
https://churchmotherofgod.org/scripture-readings/luke-617-23-saint/
https://venmo.com/u/Hala-Dawson
mailto:Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org
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Fathers of the First Six Councils:

Today, on the Sunday nearest to 16" of July, we remember the Holy Fathers of the
First Six Ecumenical Councils. The Orthodox Church acknowledges Seven Holy
Ecumenical Councils:

The First Ecumenical Council (Nicea I) was convened in the year 325 against
the heresy of Arius, in the city of Nicea in Bithynia under Saint Constantine the Great,
Equal of the Apostles.

The Second Ecumenical Council (Constantinople I) was convened in the year
381 against the heresy of Macedonias, by the emperor Theodosius the Great.

The Third Ecumenical Council (Ephesus) was convened in the year 431 against
the heresy of Nestorius, in the city of Ephesus by the emperor Theodosius the
Younger.

The Fourth Ecumenical Council (Chalcedon) was convened in the year 451,
against the Monophysite heresy, in the city of Chalcedon under the emperor Marcian.

The Fifth Ecumenical Council (Constantinople II) “Concerning the Three
Chapters,” was convened in the year 553, under the emperor Justinian the Great.

The Sixth Ecumenical Council (Constantinople IIT) met during the years 680-
681, to fight the Monothelite heresy, under the emperor Constantine Pogonatos.

The fact that the Seventh Ecumenical Council (Nicea II) is not commemorated
today testifies to the antiquity of today’s celebration. The Seventh Council,
commemorated on the Sunday nearest to October 11, was convened at Nicea in the
year 787 against the Iconoclast heresy, under the emperor Constantine and his mother
Irene.

The preaching of the Apostles and the dog-mas of the Fathers have confirmed one
faith for the Church;
and She, clad in the garment of truth woven from heavenly theology,
teaches aright and glorifies the great mystery of piety.

Kontakion — Tone 8

To read about the saints remembered today, see:
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2026/07/19

Please check the website of our Diocese: nynjoca.org/.

And the website of the Orthodox Church in America: www.oca.org/
See our Website at: ChurchMotherOfGod.org

See our Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/mayslandingmog
Email us at: bulletin@churchmotherofgod.org
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Orthodox Church of the Mother of God

"The Joy of All the Sorrowful”
Founded 1966 (celebrating 60 years)
115 Hudson St. Mays Landing, New Jersey 08330

The Most Reverend Michael

Archbishop of NY & the Diocese of NY/NJ
V. Rev. Dr. Matthew Searfoorce

Temporary Rector
Email: searbks]@verizon.net Phone: 856-227-6915

Dn. Edward Dawson
Attached Deacon

Email: njdawsons@comcast.net Phone: 609-335-6130

Glory to
Jesus Christ

Glory
Forever

Fathers of the First Six Councils
You are most glorious, O Christ our God,
You have established the Fathers as lights upon the earth,
and through them, You have guided all of us to the true Faith!
O greatly compassionate one, glory to You.

Tone 8 — Troparion

July 19, 2026
Today the Church remembers:

Uncovering of the Relics of Ven. Seraphim of Sarov (1903) e Fathers of the
1** Six Ecumenical Councils e St. Theodore of Edessa, Mesopotamia (848) e
Ven. Macrina, sister of St. Basil the Great (380) ® Ven. Dius, Abbot, of Antioch
(ca. 430) e Rt. Blv. Roman, Prince of Riazan’ (1270) ® Ven. Paisii of the Kiev
Caves (Far Caves—14" ¢.) @ Bl. Stephen (1427), King of Serbia, and his mother,
St. Militsa (1405)

7" Sunday after Pentecost Tone 6 of the Octoechos

Diocese of New York and New Jersey, of the Orthodox Church in America.
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