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Bulletin sponsors this week for the:
Health of:
Andrea, sister of Mat. Barbara and Julie, offered by her family

Memory of:
Newly departedMartin, brother-in-law of Fr Matthew and Mat. Barbara

Readings: Galatians 4:4-7 (Nativity)
Matthew 2:1-12 (Nativity)

Brethren, when the time had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit
of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but
a son, and if a son then also an heir of God through Christ.

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he
who has been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and
have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and
all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in
the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you
shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.'”

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what
time the star appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him bring me word, that I too
may come and worship him.” When they had heard the king they went their way;
and lo the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest
over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures,
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

Sunday Services:

Hours - 9:40 AM Divine Liturgy – 10:00 AM
General Confession – 9:45 AM on the first Sunday of each month

Private Confession - by appointment, contact Fr Matthew
Pannikhidas – after Divine Liturgy 3rd Sunday of each month

Mask wearing in church is now optional. Please be respectful of your fellow
parishioners.

Coffee hour - after Divine Liturgy.
We would like to welcome all parish visitors and invite you to join us after

the Liturgy, downstairs, for Coffee hour.

Church School is now meeting every week after Communion.

Announcements:
 Divine Liturgy for Holy Day of Theophany, will be celebrated Thursday,

January 5th at 6:30PM, followed by the Great Blessing of Water
 Please remember the citizens of Ukraine in your prayers.
 We are taking Collections for the Diocese of Alaska as we did last Sunday. Read

more about it at: https://www.oca.org/news/headline-news/oca-parishes-to-take-
collection-for-the-diocese-of-alaska

 Donations are being accepted for an outdoor chairlift to be used on our steps.

Reminders:
 Please consider mailing your weekly donation to our treasurer:

Church of the Mother of God, c/o Holly Dawson, treasurer,
111 Main Ave, Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234

Thank you to everyone who has been sending in their donations.
 Announcements or Prayer Requests for the bulletin, should be submitted by email to:

Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org (there is no longer a sign up sheet at the
candle stand).

 The Grey Book Step Meeting Group of Narcotics Anonymous meets every Tuesday
from 7-8:00 pm downstairs in the community room.

 The Living Clean Group of Narcotics Anonymous meets every Friday from 8-9:15
pm downstairs in the community room.
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The Nativity in the flesh of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ:
At the time of the reign in Judea of Herod, who was under the power of Rome, the

Roman Emperor Caesar Augustus sent out a decree that all the world should have been
taxed. Every Jew had to register in his own city where his ancestors lived.

Joseph and the Virgin Mary were descended from the house and lineage of David and
therefore went out of Nazareth into the city of David, Bethlehem. Arriving in Bethlehem,
they were not able to find room in the inn and stayed outside the city, in a cave, where
shepherds drove their cattle in bad weather. In this cave that night the Holy Virgin Mary
brought forth Her Child — the Son of God, Christ, the Saviour of the world. She wrapped
the Divine Child in swaddling clothes and laid Him in a manger where they put feed for
the cattle.

The shepherds in Bethlehem were the first to find out about the birth of the Saviour. On
this night they were watching their flocks in the field. Suddenly an angel of the Lord came
upon them, and the glory of the Lord was shown round about them. The shepherds were
sore afraid.

The angel said to them, “Fear not. I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David (Bethlehem) a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you. You shall find the Babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”

Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and
saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will among men.”

When the angels were gone away from them, the shepherds said one to another, “Let us
now go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing, which is come to pass, which the Lord
hath made known to us.”

They came with haste and found Mary, and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger.
They worshipped the Child and told how they had seen and listened to the angel. Mary
kept all these things in her heart.

Then, the shepherds returned to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all the
things that they had heard and seen.

Eight days after the birth of the Saviour, His Mother with Joseph, according to the law,
gave Him the name Jesus, which had been given by God through the angel.

Today the Virgin gives birth to the Transcendent One,
and the earth offers a cave to the Unapproachable One!

Angels with shepherds glorify Him!
The wise men journey with a star!

Since for our sake the Eternal God was born as a Little Child!
Kontakion — Tone 3

To read more about the saints remembered today, see:
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2022/12/25
Please check the website of our Diocese: nynjoca.org/
and the website of the Orthodox Church in America: www.oca.org/
See us on the web at: ChurchMotherOfGod.org/bulletin
See us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/mayslandingmog

Email us at: Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org
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Christ
is Born!

The Nativity in the Flesh of our Lord God
and Savior Jesus Christ

Glorify
Him!

Your Nativity, O Christ our God,
has shone to the world the Light of wisdom!
For by it, those who worshiped the stars,
were taught by a Star to adore You,

the Sun of Righteousness,
and to know You, the Orient from on High.

O Lord, glory to You!
Troparion — Tone 4

December 25, 2022
Today the Church remembers:

The Nativity According to the Flesh of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ ●
The Adoration of the Magi: Melchior, Caspar, and Balthasar ● Commemoration of the
Shepherds in Bethlehem who were watching their flocks, and went to see the Lord ●

Priestmonk Jonah the Martyr of Pechenga (1590)

28th Sunday after Pentecost.
(Fast free week)

Tone 3 of the Octoechos.
Feast of the Nativity
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