December 15, 2013 - Bulletin

Today’s Bulletin Sponsors are:

For health of:

Aunt JeanandSandra on their birthdays, offered by Linda and Richard
Dantinne.

Robert Morris Jr. on his birthday, offered by his grandhestLore Stefy.

Valentina Markevich on her birthday, offered by her daughtatsiana
DaGrosa and her family.

Maribeth Romanofsky on her birthday, offered by her family.

Readings:
» Colossians 3:4-11Forefathers)

e Luke 14:16-24(Forefathers)

BRETHREN, when Christ who is our life appears, then youo alsll
appear with him in glory. Put to death thereforeatvis earthly in you:
fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, andremusness, which is idolatry.
On account of these the wrath of God is coming upersons of disobedience.
In these you once walked, when you lived in themnrt i®w put them all away;
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk framarymouth. Do not lie to one
another, seeing that you have put off the old matvith its practices and have
put on the new nature, which is being renewed owkadge after the image of
its creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jewgumtised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free,mnanChrist is all, and in all.

The Lord said this parable "A man once gave a great banquet, and invited
many; and at the time of the banquet he sent hisseto say to those who had
been invited, 'Come; for all is now ready.' Butythadl alike began to make
excuses. The first said to him, 'l have boughe#dfiand | go out and see it; |
pray you, have me excused.' And another said,Vvé leought five yoke of
oxen, and | must go to examine them; | pray yowehmme excused." And
another said, 'l have married a wife, and therefooennot come.' So the
servant came and reported this to his master. Tmerhouseholder in anger
said to his servant, 'Go out quickly to the streeis lanes of the city, and bring
in the poor and maimed and blind and lame." Andséwwant said, 'Sir, what
you commanded has been done, and there is stiti.tdmnd the master said to
the servant, '‘Go out to the highways and hedgescampel people to come in,
that my house may be filled. For | tell you, nofiehmse men who were invited
shall taste my banquet. For many are called, hutaiee chosen.'"
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Saturday service:Vespers— 6:30 PM

Sunday service:
Hours —9:40 AM Divine Liturgy —10:00 AM
Private Confession —Half hour before any service. See Fr Matthew fiweotimes.
General Confession -9:45 AM on the first Sunday of each month
Pannikhidas — after Divine Liturgy % Sunday of each month

Coffee hour —after Liturgy
Church School -Sunday9:30 AM (no classes®ISunday of each month)

We would like to welcome all parish visitors and imite you to join us after the
Liturgy, downstairs, for Coffee hour.

Announcements:

*  We would like to thank Fr. Gary J. Breton for jaigius last Sunday. We
would also like to thank Fr. Deacon Alexander ferving with us two
weeks ago.

» Christmas Celebration - We will celebrate the Nativity of our Lord God

and Savior Jesus Christ in the Flesh withigil-onFuesdaybBee—24-at
6:30-PM—and Liturgy on Wednesday morning, Dec. 25 at 10 AMis is

a very important Holy Day in the course of humalvation.
(No service on Dec. 2%

Special Announcements:

« Books make great giftsPlease check our online bookstore at:
ast or e. amazon. com or chof t hnoof g- 20
or use the “Church Bookstore” link on our website:
chur chnot her of god. or g (4% of all sales go to our parish)
e Special Announcements for the bulletin can be sttbthby E-Mail to:
Bul | et i n@hur chMot her OF God. or g
» Upcoming bulletins can be sponsored; this can Ime dath the signup sheet
at the candle stand.
« As the year comes to a clos#he parish council wishes to remind
parishioners to be generous in their donationshabour yearly income will
cover our yearly expenses.
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Sunday of the Forefathers

Two Sundays before the celebration of Christmasthe Orthodox Church Sunday Bulletin
rejoices in the festival of thdoly Forefathers of the Old Covenant including those
who came before the giving of the Law. The foretibld coming of the Messiah and ChurCh Of the MOther Of GOd
are redeemed by his saving Pascha. " The Joy of All the Sorrowful"

There is a great difference betwesxsting andliving. Many people exist. Very Founded 1966
few really live. Only those who seek God have li@nly those who delight in His 115 Hudson St. Mays Landing, New Jersey 08330
commandments and rejoice in accomplishing His pabs beyond mere existence and
actually find life." Seek God, and your soul shall live" (Ps 69:32, LXX). This is the V. Rev.Dr. Matthew Searfoorce

cry of the psalmist David who is especially hymmedthis Sunday and on the Sunday

after Christmas. His exhortation is in perfect hanmwith the words of God given to Temporary Rector

Moses in His revelation of the divine Law. Email: docandrnl@verizon.net
Phone: 856-227-6915

"See | have set before you this day life and gdedth and evil. If you
obey the commandments of the Lord your God, whotimimand you this day,
by walking in His ways, and by keeping His commardmand His statutes
and His ordinances, then you shall live and muwtigind the Lord your God
will bless you in the land which you are enteringdke possession of it. But if
your heart turns away, and you will not hear, bo¢ @rawn away to worship Glory to
other gods and serve them, | declare to you this tteat you shall perish; you Jesus Christ
shall not live long in the land which you are goimger the Jordan to enter and
possess. | call heaven and earth to withess aggmsthis day, that | have set
before you life and death, blessing and curse;df@e choose life, that you
and your descendants may live, loving the Lord y@ad, obeying His voice,
and cleaving to Him; for that means life to you dedgth of days, that you
may dwell in the land which the Lord swore to yfathers, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob, to give therfDeut 30:15-20)

Glory
Forever

You did not worship the graven image,
O thrice-blessed ones,

The holy forefathers and mothers, together withtair descendants, have chosen but armed with the immaterial Essence of God,

life. They find it in God's Messiah, Jesus Chrigho is Life itself, God's incarnate _ you were glorified in a trial by fire. _

Word. The celebration of the Winter Pascha is atwrettion of Life in God's Word. For From the midst of unbearable flames you calle@od, crying:

" Christ who is our life" has already appeared (Col 3:4). We haveheld His glory” Hasten, O compassionate One!

(JIn 1:14). Now that glory is hidden in thferm of a slave" (Phil 2:7), but it will be Speedily come to our aid,

revealed at the end of the ages in power for thdse" have loved His appearing" for You are merciful and able to do as You will.

and" livein Him" (2 Tim 4:8; Col 2:6). Kontakion -
You shone as heaven's lights upon the earth Today the Church remembers:

Enkindling the light of piety.

You called forth the choir of all creation Sunday of the Forefatherse Hieromartyr Eleutherius, Bishop of lllyria, and his

: mother, Martyr Anthia (2nd ce Ven. Paul of Latros (955 St. Stephen the
A to the Mast h Ilf temopta . . .
S yo..lélseasr;gH%q (e) Cfilsd?ér\]l\!l onzﬁvs;]aorgrr:ests! Confessor, Archbishop of Surozh in the Crimea (8} Ven. Tryphon, Abbot of
Praise Christ, all people, throughout, all the ages! Pechenga (Kol'sk), and his martyred disciple, Jo{i&i83)e Martyr Eleutherius
at Constantinople (3rd ce)Ven. Pardus, Hermit, of Palestine (6th c.)
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I See us on the web athur chMbt her O God. or g/ bul I'etin 25" Sunday After Pentecost Tone 8of the Octoechos
o E-Mail us at:  Bul | et i n@hur chMot her O God. or g 2" Sunday before Nativity (Nativity Fast)

(An excerpt from The Winter Pascha, by Fr. Thomas Hopko)
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