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Nativity in the Flesh of our Lord and God and Saviar Jesus Christ

The celebration of the feast of tiNativity of Christ in the Orthodox Church is
patterned after the celebration of the feast oflibkel’'s Resurrection. A fast of forty days
precedes the feast, with special preparatory dagsuacing the approaching birth of the
Saviour. Thus, on St Andrew’s Day (November 30) &tdNicholas Day (December 6)
songs are sung to announce the coming birthdayedf érd:

Adorn yourself, O Cavern. Make ready, O Mangerh@@erds and wisemen, bring your

gifts and bear witness. For the Virgin is comingtieg Christ in her womb
(Vesperal Hymn of St Nicholas Day)

The Christmas Liturgy begins with psalms of glorification and praiseeTtoparion
and kontakion mark the entrance with the Book & @ospels. The baptismal line from
Galatians 3:27 once again replaces the Thrice-Holy. The Epis#ading is from
Galatians:

But when the time had fully come, God sent forth ®on, born of a woman, born
under the law, to redeem those who were undeatliedo that we might receive adoption
as sons. And because you are sons, God has s&pithef his Son into our hearts, crying,

“Abba! Father!” So through God, you are no longstave but a son, and if a son then an
heir(GaI 4:4-7).

The Gospel reading is the familiar Christmas sfooyn Matthew (2:1-12), and the
liturgy continues in the normal fashion. A spectfim-day celebration follows, dedicated to
Mary the TheotokosandSt Stephen, the First Martyr. The period of Christmas rejoicing
extends to Epiphany during which time the Christeanags are sung and fasting and
kneeling in prayer are not called for by the Church

The feast of Christmas is formally entitled tKativity in the Flesh of our Lord and
God and Saviour Jesus ChristAt Christmas we celebrate the birth as a mah®fSon of
God, the one who together with the Father and thlg Bpirit is truly God from all eternity.
Thus, we sing in the Church.

Today the Virgin gives birth to the TranscendenéCamd the earth offers a cave to
the Unapproachable One! Angels, with shepherdsifgllim! The wise men journey with
the star! Since for our sake the Eternal God isrbas a little child (°ntakion:

The feast of Christmas was not a separate Chuast fer the first four centuries of
Christian history. It was celebrated witBpiphany in the one great feast of God's
appearance on earth in the form of the human Messidsrael. The Nativity began to be
celebrated as such on the twenty-fifth of Decenibesrder to offset the pagan festival of
the Invincible Sun which occurred on that day. Hswestablished by the Church quite
consciously as an attempt to defeat the falseioaligf the heathens. Thus, we discover the
troparion of the feast making a polemic againstwleeship of the sun and the stars and
calling for the adoration of Christ, thErue Sun of RighteousnesgMal 4:2), who is
himself worshiped by all of the elements of nature.

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, has shone to theldvthe light of wisdom! For by it, those
who worshiped the stars were taught by a star wrad hee, the Sun of Righteousness and

to know Thee, the Orient from on hitgfl-8 transtated as Dawn or Day spiing) | grd | glory to Thele
(Troparion).

Thus, the feast of Christmas is the celebratiothefworld’'s salvation through the Son
of God who became man for our sake that, through hie might ourselves become divine,
sons of God the Father by the indwelling of hisyH®pirit in us.
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Nativity of Christ /
Adoration of the Magi
Thy Nativity, O Christ our God,
has shone to the world the light of wisdom!
For by it, those who worshiped the stars
were taught by a star to adore Thee,
the Sun of Righteousness and to know Thee,
the Orient from on high O Lord, glory to Thee!

Troparion- Nativity

“God is with us! Understand all ye nations,
and submit yourselves, for God is with us!”

On this day the Church remembers:
The Nativity According to the Flesh of Our Lord God and Savior Jesus
Christ « The Adoration of the Magi: Melchior, Caspar, andBalthasar »
Commemoration of the Shepherds in Bethlehem who werwatching their

flocks, and went to see the Lord Massacre of Monk Martyr Jonah and with him 50
Monks and 65 Laymen at St. Tryphon of Pechenga Steng by the Swedes (1590).
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December 25, 2011

Tone 3of the Octoechas
Great Feastday: Nativity of Christ

28" sunday after Pentecost
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Today’s Bulletin Sponsors are:
For eternal memory of:
Jacoh father on Matushka Galina, offered by Matushke an Boris

For health of:

Fr. Boris, MatushkaGalina, andall our parishioners, offered by Linda
and Richard. Christ is Born, Glorify Him.

Robert Morris, on his birthday, grandson of Lore Stefy

NicholasNaumov (police officer), on his birthday, grandsdrElena
Wolff

Billy Kuzemchak, on his birthday, son of MaryAnn and Eilizemchak

Readings (Sunday)

« Galatians 4:4-7 (Nativity)
«  Matthew 2:1-12 (Nativity)

BRETHREN, when the time had fully come, God sent forth$us, born of
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who wmder the law, so that we
might receive adoption as sons. And because yoss@re, God has sent the
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "AbbadtRer!" So you are no longer a
slave but a son, and if a son then also an h&doaf through Christ.

Now when Jesus was boriin Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, wise men from the East came tasddem, saying, "Where
is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we Baen his star in the
East, and have come to worship him." When Herodckihg heard this, he
was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and abfiam all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquireti@itwhere the Christ was to
be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; dorit is written by the
prophet: 'And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Jydae by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall carmeler who will govern
my people Israel.'

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly andtastt from them
what time the star appeared; and he sent themttddBem, saying, "Go and
search diligently for the child, and when you h&uend him bring me word,
that | too may come and worship him." When they hadrd the king they
went their way; and lo the star which they had deethe East went before
them, till it came to rest over the place wheredhidd was. When they saw
the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great jayd going into the house
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and thely lown and worshiped
him. Then, opening their treasures, they offereth hgifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dreanhto return to
Herod, they departed to their own country by anotbey.
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Sunday service:
Hours - 9:40 AM Divine Liturgy —10:00 AM
(General Confession -9 50 AM on the first Sunday of each month)
(Pannikhidas — after Divine Liturgy 3 Sunday of each month)

Church School -9:30 AM
(no classes®1 Sunday ofach month)

No Sunday School on December 25

Coffee hourafter Liturgy

We would like to welcome all parish visitors.

Announcements:

Theophany service- On Thursday, January 5, 2012, at 6:00 pm we
will have a service for the eve of Theophany.

Special Announcements:

Parish dues have been increased for the 2012-year $25.The
Parish Membership Fee will now be $200This was needed
because our monthly income has constantly beenvimlo
monthly expenses. (The Parish Membership Feesisotal of the
$55 parish dues, and the $145 diocesan assessment.)

Toys for Kids The church school students thank everyone who
donated to th&Toys for Kids"campaign this year.

Please look on our websitéor pictures of our holiday celebration.
Chur chMot her O God. or g

Reminder:
Upcoming bulletins can be sponsored; this can e aath the
signup sheet at the candle stand.
Special Announcements for the bulletin can be stibthby E-Mail
to: Bul | eti n@hur chibt her O God. or g




