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Today’s Bulletin Sponsors are:

Saturday service: Vespers – 6:30 PM

For the health of:
Katie, daughter of Reader Charles, on the occasion of the birth of her identical
twin daughters, Alex and Morgan, born on Wednesday August 27th.

Sunday service:
Hours – 9:40 AM

Readings:

•
•

I Corinthians 15:1-11
Matthew 19:16-26

BRETHREN, I would remind you in what terms I preached to you the
gospel, which you received, in which you stand, by which you are saved, if
you hold it fast - unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first
importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the
twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most
of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to
James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared
also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle,
because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I
am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder
than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God which is with me.
Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.

At that time, a young man came up to Jesus, kneeling and saying, "Good
Teacher, what good deed must I do, to have eternal life?" And he said to him,
"Why do you call me good? One there is who is good. If you would enter life,
keep the commandments." He said to him, "Which?" And Jesus said, "You
shall not kill, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not
bear false witness, Honor your father and mother, and You shall love your
neighbor as yourself." The young man said to him, "All these I have observed;
what do I still lack?" Jesus said to him, "If you would be perfect, go, sell what
you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and
come, follow me." When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful;
for he had great possessions.
And Jesus said to his disciples, "Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of
God." When the disciples heard this they were greatly astonished, saying,
"Who then can be saved?" But Jesus looked at them and said to them, "With
men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."
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Divine Liturgy – 10:00 AM

Private Confession – Half hour before any service.
See Fr Matthew for other times.
General Confession – 9:45 AM on the first Sunday of each month
Pannikhidas – after Divine Liturgy 3rd Sunday of each month
Coffee hour – after Liturgy, downstairs in the Community Room
(Church School has ended for the school year.)
We would like to welcome all parish visitors and invite you to join us after
the Liturgy for Coffee hour.
Announcements:
• There will be a meeting of the Parish Council today, after coffee hour.
•
•

Today, there will be a potluck luncheon served at coffee hour. The
potluck format will continue on the last Sunday of each month, with the
exception of September, due to the barbecue luncheon on the 21st.
The next meeting of the Sisterhood of the Protection of the Theotokos
will be on September 7th after coffee hour.

•

On Sunday September 21st, we will be having a parish barbecue at
Natalie and Robert Morris’ house, 6060 Main St. Mays Landing. The
BBQ will be held immediately after the Liturgy. There is a sign-up
sheet downstairs if you would like to contribute a food or beverage
item to the BBQ.
Special Announcements:

•

Any Announcements for the bulletin can be submitted by E-Mail to:
Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org
Upcoming bulletins can be sponsored; this can be done with the signup
sheet at the candle stand.

•

St. Maximus says: “Self- love, is the cause of all passionate thoughts. From it
comes the three capital thoughts of strong desire: gluttony, greed, and vanity.
From gluttony the thought of fornication arises; from greed, the thoughts of
covetousness; and from vanity, that of arrogance. All the rest follow from these
three ”
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The Placing of the Cincture (Sash) of the Most Holy Mother of God:
The Placing of the Venerable Belt of the Most Holy Theotokos in a church
of Constantinople’s Chalcoprateia district took place during the reign of the
emperor Theodosius the Younger. Before this the holy relic, entrusted to the
Apostle Thomas by the Mother of God Herself, was kept by pious Christians at
Jerusalem after Her Dormition. During the reign of Emperor Leo the Wise (886911), his wife Zoe was afllicted with an unclean spirit, and he prayed that God
would heal her.
The empress had a vision that she would be healed of her infirmity if the
Belt of the Mother of God were placed upon her. The emperor then asked the
Patriarch to open the coffer. The Patriarch removed the seal and opened the
coffer in which the relic was kept, and the Belt of the Mother of God appeared
completely whole and undamaged by time. The Patriarch placed the Belt on the
sick empress, and immediately she was freed from her infirmity. They sang
hymns of thanksgiving to the Most Holy Theotokos, then they placed the
venerable Belt back into the coffer and resealed it.
In commemoration of the miraculous occurrence and the twofold Placing
of the venerable Belt, the Feast of the Placing of the Venerable Belt of the Most
Holy Theotokos was established. Parts of the holy Belt are in the Vatopedi
monastery on Mt. Athos, in Trier monastery, and in Georgia.
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Glory to
Jesus Christ

Church New Year: (September 1)

Glory
Forever

Placing of the Cincture

The first day of the Church New Year is also called the beginning of the
Indiction. The term Indiction comes from a Latin word meaning, “to impose.”
It was originally applied to the imposition of taxes in Egypt. The first
worldwide Indiction was in 312 when the Emperor Constantine (May 21) saw a
miraculous vision of the Cross in the sky. Before the introduction of the Julian
calendar, Rome began the New Year on September 1.
According to Holy Tradition, Christ entered the synagogue on September 1
to announce His mission to mankind (Luke 4:16-22). Quoting Isaiah 61:1-2),
the Savior proclaimed, “The spirit of the Lord is upon me; because He has
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent me to proclaim
release to captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those
who are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord...” This scene is
depicted in a Vatican manuscript (Vatican, Biblioteca. Cod. Gr. 1613, p.1).
Tradition says that the Hebrews entered the Promised Land in September.
See us on the web at: ChurchMotherOfGod.org/bulletin
E-Mail us at:
Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org
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Ever-Virgin Theotokos, protectress of mankind,
you have given your people a powerful legacy:
the robe and sash of your most honored body which remained
incorrupt throughout your seedless childbearing;
for through you time and nature are renewed!
Therefore we implore you:
“Grant peace to your people and to our souls great mercy!”
Troparion — Tone 8

Today the Church remembers:
The Placing of the Cincture (Sash) of the Most-holy Theotokos (395-408)
● Hieromartyr Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage (258) ● St. Gennadius, Patriarch of
Constantinople (471)

August 31, 2014
th

12 Sunday after Pentecost

Tone 3 of the Octoechos

Diocese of New York and New Jersey, of the Orthodox Church in America.

