
 
We would like to welcome all parish visitors and invite you to join us after the Liturgy for Coffee hour. 
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Sunday, August 2, 2015                                        Tone 8                                             
Gospel: Matthew 14:22-34                 Epistle: I Corinthians 3:9-17 
 

9th Sunday after Pentecost; Translation of the relics of the 
Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen from Jerusalem to 

Constantinople. 

 

Glory to  
Jesus Christ! 

 
Translation of the relics 
of the Protomartyr and 
Archdeacon Stephen  

Glory 
Forever! 

Your relics have risen from the depths of the earth,  
like a treasury for the immortal life of all of creation.  

The Church, rejoicing in the grace that she receives from them,  
duteously honors you, Protomartyr Stephen.  

Preserve us from error and heresy by your intercession! 

Today the Church Remembers 
 

9th Sunday After Pentecost — Tone 8. Translation of the Relics of the 
Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen from Jerusalem to Constantinople (ca. 
428),and the finding of the Relics of the Righteous Nicodemus, Gamaliel, and 
Abibas (ca. 428). Blessed Basil of Moscow, Fool-for-Christ (1552). Bl. Basil of 
Kubensk (15th c.). Hieromartyr Stephen, Pope of Rome, and those with him (257). 

 
Weekly Bulletin Sponsors 

For Health of: 
Jaclyn, on her birthday, offered with love by her family. 

    Peter, offered by Svetlana. 
     

 

http://churchmotherofgod.org/articleschurch/about-services-and-prayers/3-akathist-to-the-theotokos-joy-of-all-who-sorrow.html
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Liturgical Schedule: 
 

Sunday, August 2nd     
9:40 am: Hours  
9:45 am: General Confession 
10:00 am: Divine Liturgy 
 

Wednesday, August 5th  
6:30 pm: Vespers, Transfiguration Of 
Our Lord 

 
Saturday, August 8th     

6:30 pm: Vespers 
 

Sunday, August 9th    
9:40 am: Hours  
10:00 am: Divine Liturgy  
 

Saturday, August 15th     
6:30 pm: Vespers 
 

Sunday, August 16th    
9:40 am: Hours  
10:00 am: Divine Liturgy  

 
Readings: 
Epistle: I Corinthians 3:9-17 
 

Brethren, we are God's fellow workers; you 
are God's field, God's building. According to the 
grace of God given to me, like a skilled master 
builder. I laid a foundation, and another man is 
building upon it. Let each man take care how he 
builds upon it. For no other foundation can any 
one lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. Now if any one builds on the foundation 
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
straw - each man's work will become manifest; 
for the Day will disclose it, because it will be 
revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort 
of work each one has done. If the work which 
any man has built on the foundation survives, he 
will receive a reward. If any man's work is 
burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself 
will be saved, but only as through fire. Do you 
not know that you are God's temple and that 
God's Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys 
God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's 
temple is holy, and that temple you are. 

 

Gospel:  Matthew 14:22-34                  
 

At that time, Jesus made the disciples get into 
the boat and go before him to the other side, 
while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had 
dismissed the crowds, he went up into the hills 
by himself to pray. When evening came, he was 
there alone, but the boat by this time was many 
furlongs distant from the land, beaten by the 
waves; for the wind was against them. And in 
the fourth watch of the night he came to them, 
walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw 
him walking on the sea, they were terrified, 
saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out for 
fear. But immediately he spoke to them, saying 
"Take heart, it is I; have no fear."  
  
And Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, bid 
me come to you on the water." He said, "Come." 
So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the 
water and came to Jesus; but when he saw the 
wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he 
cried out, "Lord, save me." Jesus immediately 
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to 
him, "O man of little faith, why did you doubt?" 
And when they entered the boat, the wind 
ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, 
saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." And 
when they had crossed over, they came to land 
at Gennesaret.
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Bulletin Sponsor: Use the sign-up sheet at the candle stand for the 
health of, eternal memory of or a Pannikhida for a loved one or 
friend, for a donation of $10. Sponsors will be remembered during 
Divine Liturgy for the day/week that you signed up for. 
 

Memorial Candles: Candles be purchased at the candle stand, suggested donation of $10 for a large one 
and $2 for a small one. 
 
Private Confessions: Can be heard a half hour before any service. See Father Matthew for other times 
and General Confession: Will be at 9:45 am on the first Sunday of the month. 
 
Pannikhida Service: The third Sunday of each month there will be a Pannikhida after Divine Liturgy. If 
you would like your loved ones to be remembered please give a list of names to Father Matthew before 
that Sunday for those to be remembered in the month.  
 
Special Announcements for the bulletin can be submitted by E-Mail: 
Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org 
 
The Living Clean Group of Narcotics Anonymous meets every Friday from 8-9:15 pm downstairs in the 
community room. 

 
 

Orthodox Church of the Mother of God: Parish News 
Coming Events for Your Calendar 

 
Next Council meeting will be August 30, 2015 at 12:15 p.m. 
 
The Dormition Fast began Saturday, August 1 and goes to August 14. Please 

be sure that all Social Hour foods (especially desserts) are according to the fasting requirements of 
the Orthodox Church during this period of time. Bagels, peanut butter and jam Aug. 1st - Aug. 
14th. Dairy allowed after the 14th.  
 
August lunch volunteers: 
     Aug. 2nd: Linda, Aug. 9th:  Lore, Aug. 16th: Lore 
     Aug. 23rd:  Need a volunteer 
     Aug. 30th:  Potluck 
 
Candles and Lampadas: If you wish to extinguish the candles and lampadas please volunteer to do so. 
So that they are properly extinguish. The lampadas should not be extinguish with the candle snuffers, 
or by pulling them towards (as this cause the oil to come out) you and blowing them out or using 
another object to put them out. Also do use the snuffers for candles in the glass containers and please 
let the candles in the memorial box (with sand) to burn themselves out, unless it is at end of liturgy. 
Please us the turkey baster for putting out the lampadas and the candles in the glass containers. And 
let the candles completely dry before removing from memorial box, as this makes it easier to clean up. 
 
      

 

 

 

http://astore.amazon.com/orchofthmoofg-20
mailto:Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org
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Translation of the relics of the 
Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen 

from Jerusalem to Constantinople 
 

    
 

The Transfer of the Relics of the Holy 
Protomartyr Stephen from Jerusalem to 
Constantinople took place about the year 428. 

After the holy Protomartyr Archdeacon 
Stephen was stoned by the Jews, they left his 
holy body unburied to be devoured by the beasts 
and birds. After a day and a night the renowned 
Jewish teacher of the Law, Gamaliel sent people 
to take up the body of the Protomartyr. Gamaliel 
buried him on his own property, in his own 
tomb, not far from Jerusalem. 

When Lord’s secret disciple Nicodemus 
died, Gamaliel also buried him near the grave of 
St Stephen. Afterwards Gamaliel himself, who 
had been baptized with his son Abibas, was 
buried near the grave of the Protomartyr Stephen 
and St Nicodemus.  

In the year 415 the relics of the saint were 
uncovered in a miraculous manner and solemnly 
transferred to Jerusalem by Bishop John and the 
bishops Eutonius of Sebaste and Eleutherius of 
Jericho. From that time healings took place from 
the relics. 

Afterwards, during the reign of holy 
Emperor Theodosius the Younger (408-450), the 
relics of the holy Protomartyr Stephen were 
transferred from Jerusalem to Constantinople 
and placed in the church of the holy deacon 
Laurence (August 10). When a church dedicated 

to the Protomartyr Stephen was built, the relics 
were transferred there on August 2. St Stephen’s 
right hand is preserved in the Serapionov 
chamber of the Trinity-Sergius Lavra.  

 
Prayers by the Lake, St. Nikolai 

Velimirovich, XVI:  
 

Arise O sons of the Sun of God! Arise, the 
merciful sun has risen and has begun to pour its 
light lavishly over the dark fields of the earth. It 
has risen to set you free from sleep's gloom and 
terror. 
 
Your sins of yesterday are not written out on the 
sun. The sun does not remember or seek revenge 
for anything. On its face there are no wrinkles 
from your forehead, nor is there any sadness, 
envy, or sorrow. Its joy lies in giving, its youth-- 
its rejuvenation -- lies in serving. Blessed are 
those who serve, for they shall not grow old. 
  
What if the sun were to imitate you, my 
neighbors? How little light it would shed on 
earth, you misers! How bloody its light would 
be, you murderers! How green it would become 
with envy when it saw greater suns that itself, 
you envious people! How red with wrath it 
would become when it heard the profanities 
below, you short-tempered people! How yellow 
it would become with yearning for the beauty of 
the stars, you greedy people! How pale it would 
become with fear, if no one marked its way, you 
cowards! How dark it would become with 
worry, you worrisome worriers! How wrinkled 
and old it would become living on yesterday's 
wrongdoing, you vengeful people! How astray it 
would go from the right way if it fought over 
rights, you auctioneers of rights! How cold and 
dead it would become, and how it would 
envelop the entire universe with its death, you 
preachers of death! 
  
Oh how fortunate it is for the world that the sun 
will never imitate you, O sons and daughters of 
earth! 
  
Indeed, the sun does not know many things as 
you do, but it does know two things eternally: 

http://images.oca.org/icons/lg/august/0802stephen.jpg
http://www.sv-luka.org/praylake/index.htm
http://www.sv-luka.org/praylake/index.htm
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that it is a servant and a symbol. It knows that it 
is a servant of the One who kindled it and that it 
is a symbol of the One who put it at His service. 
  
Be servants of the One who illuminates you with 
the sun on the outside and with Himself on the 
inside, and you will taste the sweetness of 
eternal youth. 
  
Be a symbol of the One who put you among the 
animals of the earth, and you will surpass the 
radiance of the sun. Truly all the animals around 
you will swim in happiness beneath the rays of 
your goodness, even as moons swim around 
suns. 
  
Yet what are the sun and all the stars except 
piles of ashes, through which You shine, O Son 
of God? Piles of ashes that lessen Your radiance 
and sift it through themselves like a thick sieve? 
For indeed, in Your full radiance nothing would 
be seen except You, just as in total darkness 
nothing is seen except darkness. 
  
O Lord, Lord, do not scorch us with Your 
radiance, which is unbearable for our eyes; and 
do not leave us in the gloom where one grows 
old and decays. 
You alone know the measure of our needs, O 
Lord, glory to You! 

 
Sayings of the Ascetics of the Orthodox 

Church, XV 
 

God and Us – How do we relate God? 
 

If a man has no worries about himself at all for 
the sake of love toward God and the working of 
good deeds, knowing that God is taking care of 
him, this is a true and wise hope. But if a man 
takes care of his own business and turns to God 
in prayer only when misfortunes come upon him 
which are beyond his power, and then he begins 
to hope in God, such a hope is vain and false. A 
true hope seeks only the Kingdom of God... the 
heart can have no peace until it obtains such a 
hope. This hope pacifies the heart and produces 
joy within it. 

St. Seraphim of Sarov, Works, 4 

 

The Prologue of Ohrid 
St. Nikolai Velimirovic 

 
Reflection 

 
"It is better to be a simpleton and approach God 
with love than to be a learned man and, at the 
same time, be an enemy of God." These are the 
words of the priest-martyr, St. Irenaeus of 
Lyons. The truth of these words have been 
confirmed in all times and is also confirmed in 
our time. One thing must be added to this: 
namely, that the lovers of God are not 
simpletons, because they know God well enough 
that they are able to love Him. Of all human 
knowledge, this knowledge is the most 
important and the greatest. To this it must be 
added that the enemies of God cannot be highly 
learned--even though they consider themselves 
as such--because their knowledge is unavoidably 
chaotic, for it does not have a source and does 
not have order. For the source and order of all 
knowledge is God. Some of the saints, such as 
Paul the Simple, did not know how to read or 
write, yet with the strength of their spirit and 
divine love surpassed the entire world. 
Whosoever approaches God with love is not 
capable of crime. Knowledge without love 
toward God is motivated by the spirit of 
criminality and war. St. Euthymius the Great 
taught: "Have love; for what salt is to food, love 
is to every virtue." Every virtue is tasteless and 
cold if it is not seasoned and warmed by divine 
love. 

Contemplation  
 

To contemplate the Lord Jesus in Hades: 
 

1. How His plan for salvation is all-
abundant, encompassing all generations 
and all ages from the beginning to the 
end; 

2. How He came to earth in the flesh, not 
only for the sake of those who lived on 
earth and for the sake of those who 
would live, but also for those who had 
already lived; 

3. How He, while His lifeless body lay in 
the tomb, descended into Hades with 
His soul and announced salvation and 
redemption to the fettered. 
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Homily: 
About the Living God and about His living 

children 
 

"So then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord's" 
(Romans 14:8). 
 
Whose are we while we live? We are the Lord's. 
Whose are we after we die? We are the Lord's. 
Whose are the righteous? They are the Lord's. 
Whose are the sinners? They are the Lord's. The 
Lord embraces all, both the living and the dead, 
those of the past, those of the present and those 
of the future. No one is so all-embracing as is 
the Lord Jesus. Who of the so-called 
philanthropists of mankind--teachers, leaders or 
enlighteners--ever attempted to perform any 
good for the dead? This can be decisively 
answered: never and no one! Even the thought 
alone would be ridiculous in the eyes of the 
world--to do something good for the dead! This 
is amusing to all those who think that death is 
mightier than God, and that that which death 
swallows up is destroyed forever. To be 
concerned for the dead, to do good for the dead, 
has ceased to be amusing since the revelation of 
the Lord Jesus, Who revealed that He is God--
the God of the living--and Who revealed it by 
His works, by descending into Hades to redeem 
and to save the souls of the righteous, from the 
time of Adam to the time of His death on the 
Cross. 
All-embracing and All-glorious is our Lord, first 
of all by His discerning thoughts (for He thinks 
about everyone and sees everyone born of 
women, both those who are above the graves 
and those who are in the graves); then by His 
love (for He embraces all the souls of the 
righteous, regardless of the time or place in 
which they are concealed); and finally by His 
labors (for He labors for everyone), to redeem 
all of them, to save them, and to lead them into 
the Kingdom, and to glorify them before the face 
of His Heavenly Father, the Life-giving Spirit 
and the myriads of holy angels. 
 
To Thee be glory and praise forever. Amen.

 
 
 
 

Thoughts for Each Day of the Year 
According to the Daily Church 
Readings from the Word of God 

By St. Theophan the Recluse 
 
 The holy apostle Peter, with the Lord’s 
permission, gets down from the ship and walks 
on the water; then he yields to the movement of 
fear and begins to drown. The fact that he 
decided upon such an unusual act, hoping in the 
Lord, is nothing deserving reprimand—
otherwise the Lord would not have allowed him 
to do this. The reprimand comes because he did 
not sustain the original state of his soul. He was 
filled with inspired hope in the Lord’s ability to 
do anything, and this gave him the boldness to 
entrust himself to the waves. Several steps were 
already made along this new path—it was 
necessary only to stand more firmly in hope, 
gazing at the Lord Who is near, and at the 
experience of walking in His strength. Instead, 
gave himself over to human thoughts: “The wind 
is strong, the waves are great, the water is not 
firm;” and this shook loose and weakened his 
firmness of faith and hope. Because of this he 
broke away from the Lord’s hands, and, left to 
the operation of nature’s laws, began to drown. 
The Lord rebuked him: O ye of little faith! Why 
did you doubt? showing that in this lay the entire 
reason for the misfortune. Behold a lesson for all 
who undertake something, great or small, with 
the aim of pleasing the Lord! Keep your first 
state of faith and hope, from which a great virtue 
is born—patience in doing good, which serves 
as the basis for a God-pleasing life. As long as 
these dispositions are maintained, inspiration for 
labouring on the path begun does not go away; 
and obstacles, no matter how great they may be, 
are not noticed. When these dispositions 
weaken, the soul is filled with human reasoning 
about human methods of preserving one’s life 
and conducting the affairs which one has begun. 
But since this reasoning always turns out to be 
powerless, fear of how one should be enters the 
soul; from this comes wavering—wondering 
whether or not to continue—and in the end 
comes a complete return. You must do it this 
way; if you begin, keep it up—chase away 
troubling thoughts, and be bold in the Lord, 
Who is nearby.
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