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Today’s Bulletin Sponsors are: 
For the health and prosperity of: 

Mary  Cunyar on her birthday, sister of Bill Kuzemchak. 
 

Readings: 
• I Corinthians 15:1-11  

• Matthew 19:16-26 
BRETHREN , I would remind you in what terms I preached to you the 

gospel, which you received, in which you stand, by which you are saved, if 
you hold it fast - unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most 
of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared 
also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder 
than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God which is with me. 
Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 

 
At that time , a young man came up to Jesus, kneeling and saying, "Good 

Teacher, what good deed must I do, to have eternal life?" And he said to him, 
"Why do you call me good?  One there is who is good.  If you would enter life, 
keep the commandments."  He said to him, "Which?"  And Jesus said, "You 
shall not kill, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not 
bear false witness, Honor your father and mother, and You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself."  The young man said to him, "All these I have observed; 
what do I still lack?"  Jesus said to him, "If you would be perfect, go, sell what 
you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and 
come, follow me."  When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful; 
for he had great possessions. 

And Jesus said to his disciples, "Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God."  When the disciples heard this they were greatly astonished, saying, 
"Who then can be saved?"  But Jesus looked at them and said to them, "With 
men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."  

 
 

Saturday service:      Vespers – 6:PM 

Sunday service: 
Hours - 9:40 AM  Divine Liturgy  – 10:00 AM 

 (Private Confession – Half hour before any service. Please don’t delay the service.) 
(General Confession – 9 50 AM on the first Sunday of each month) 

(Pannikhidas – after Divine Liturgy 3rd Sunday of each month) 
Church School – (will resume in the fall)  

Coffee hour - after Liturgy 

We would like to welcome all parish visitors and invite you to join 
us after the Liturgy, downstairs, for Coffee hour. 

 

Announcements: 
• The feast day “The Dormition of our Most Holy Lady the Mother of 

God and Ever-Virgin Mary ” was last Wednesday, August 15th.  

• There will be a meeting of the Parish Council today after coffee 
hour. 

• The next meeting of the Sisterhood of the Protection of the Theotokos 
will be on  September 9th. 

Reminder: 
• Volunteers are needed to clean the church.  Please use the sign-up 

sheet on the bulletin board, downstairs, to indicate when you can help. 

• Upcoming bulletins can be sponsored; this can be done with the signup 
sheet at the candle stand. 
Special Announcements for the bulletin can be submitted by E-Mail to: 
Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org 

• The 2012 Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors program is underway. 
This is a way to: Support our diocesan seminarians, establish more mission 
parishes in our Diocese, and support existing parishes that need help. We 
ask that you help out by contributing directly by mail with a "Vision for 
Our Future ~ DDB" flyer, or online at the website: 
http://nynjoca.org/vision_for_future_2012.html 
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The Beheading of the Holy Glorious Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptist John: 
Commemorated this Wednesday, August 29th.   
The Evangelists Matthew and Mark provide accounts about the martyric end of 

John the Baptist in the year 32 after the Birth of Christ.   
 Following the Baptism of the Lord, St John the Baptist was locked up in prison 

by Herod Antipas, the Tetrarch (ruler of one fourth of the Holy Land) and governor of 
Galilee. (After the death of king Herod the Great, the Romans divided the territory of 
Palestine into four parts, and put a governor in charge of each part. Herod Antipas 
received Galilee from the emperor Augustus).   

The prophet of God John openly denounced Herod for having left his lawful wife, 
the daughter of the Arabian king Aretas, and then instead cohabiting with Herodias, the 
wife of his brother Philip (Luke 3:19-20). On his birthday, Herod made a feast for 
dignitaries, the elders and a thousand chief citizens. Salome, the daughter of Herod, 
danced before the guests and charmed Herod. In gratitude to the girl, he swore to give 
her whatever she would ask, up to half his kingdom. The vile girl on the advice of her 
wicked mother Herodias asked that she be given the head of John the Baptist on a 
platter. Herod became apprehensive, for he feared the wrath of God for the murder of a 
prophet, whom earlier he had heeded. He also feared the people, who loved the holy 
Forerunner. But because of the guests and his careless oath, he gave orders to cut off the 
head of St John and to give it to Salome.   

According to Tradition, the mouth of the dead preacher of repentance once more 
opened and proclaimed: "Herod, you should not have the wife of your brother Philip." 
Salome took the platter with the head of St John and gave it to her mother. The frenzied 
Herodias repeatedly stabbed the tongue of the prophet with a needle and buried his holy 
head in a unclean place. But the pious Joanna, wife of Herod's steward Chuza, buried 
the head of John the Baptist in an earthen vessel on the Mount of Olives, where Herod 
had a parcel of land. (The Uncovering of the Venerable Head is celebrated February 
24). The holy body of John the Baptist was taken that night by his disciples and buried 
at Sebastia, there where the wicked deed had been done.   

After the murder of St John the Baptist, Herod continued to govern for a certain 
time. Pontius Pilate, governor of Judea, later sent Jesus Christ to him, Whom he mocked 
(Luke 23:7-12). The judgment of God came upon Herod, Herodias and Salome, even 
during their earthly life. Salome, crossing the River Sikoris in winter, fell through the 
ice. The ice gave way in such a way that her body was in the water, but her head was 
trapped above the ice. It was similar to how she once had danced with her feet upon the 
ground, but now she flailed helplessly in the icy water. Thus she was trapped until that 
time when the sharp ice cut through her neck.   

Her corpse was not found, but they brought the head to Herod and Herodias, as 
once they had brought them the head of St John the Baptist. The Arab king Aretas, in 
revenge for the disrespect shown his daughter, made war against Herod. The defeated 
Herod suffered the wrath of the Roman emperor Caius Caligua (37-41) and was exiled 
with Herodias first to Gaul, and then to Spain.   

The Beheading of St John the Baptist, a Feast day established by the Church, is 
also a strict fast day because of the grief of Christians at the violent death of the saint. In 
some Orthodox cultures pious people will not eat food from a flat plate, use a knife, or 
eat food that is round in shape on this day   

Today the Church makes remembrance of Orthodox soldiers killed on the field of 
battle, as established in 1769 at the time of Russia's war with the Turks and the Poles.  

See us on the web at:   ChurchMotherOfGod.org/bulletin 
E-Mail us at:       Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org
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Glory to 
Jesus Christ  

 

 

Glory 
Forever 

Your holy martyrs Adrian and Natalia, O Lord, 
through their sufferings have received incorruptible crowns from You, our God. 

For having Your strength, they laid low their adversaries, 
and shattered the powerless boldness of demons. 

Through their intercessions, save our souls!  

Troparion - Martyrs Adrian and Natalia 

On this day the Church remembers:   
Martyrs Adrian and Natalia and 33 companions, of Nicomedia (4th) ● Ven. Adrian, 

Abbot of Ondrusov (Valaam—1550) ● The Meeting of the “VLADIMIR” Icon of the 
Most-holy Theotokos (in commemoration of the deliverance of Moscow from the 

invasion of Tamerlane in 1395) 
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Tone 3 of the Octoechos 12th Sunday After Pentecost 
  


