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Today’s Bulletin Sponsors are:

Saturday service: Vespers – 6:30 PM

For the health, of:
Lydia Kuhn on her birthday, offered by her friend Lore Stefy

Sunday service:
Hours – 9:40 AM

For the eternal memory of:
Paul, Father of Liz Pastore
Readings:

•
•

Private Confession – Half hour before any service.
See Fr Matthew for other times.
General Confession – 9:45 AM on the first Sunday of each month
Pannikhidas – after Divine Liturgy 3rd Sunday of each month

1 Corinthians 4:9-16
Matthew 17:14-23

BRETHREN, God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men
sentenced to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, to
angels and to men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ.
We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute.
To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill-clad and buffeted and
homeless, and we labor, working with our own hands. When reviled, we bless;
when persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we try to conciliate; we have
become, and are now, as the refuse of the world, the off-scouring of all things.
I do not write this to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved
children. For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have
many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. I
urge you, then, be imitators of me.
At that time, when they came to the crowd, a man came up to him and
kneeling before him said, "Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic
and he suffers terribly; for often he falls into the fire, and often into the water.
And I brought him to your disciples, and they could not heal him." And Jesus
answered, "O faithless and perverse generation, how long am I to be with you?
How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to me." And Jesus rebuked
him, and the demon came out of him, and the boy was cured instantly. Then
the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not cast it out?"
He said to them, "Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you
have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move
from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you."
As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, "The Son of man is to be
delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him, and he will be raised
on the third day." And they were greatly distressed.
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Divine Liturgy – 10:00 AM

Coffee hour – after Liturgy, downstairs in the Community Room
(Church School has ended for the school year.)

We would like to welcome all parish visitors and invite you to join us
after the Liturgy for Coffee hour.
Announcements:
•

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on August 31st after
coffee hour.

•

The next meeting of the Sisterhood of the Protection of the
Theotokos will be on September 7th after coffee hour.
Special Announcements:

•

Any Announcements for the bulletin can be submitted by E-Mail
to: Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org

•

Volunteers are needed to clean the church. Please use the sign-up sheet
on the bulletin board, downstairs, to indicate when you can help.

•

Upcoming bulletins can be sponsored; this can be done with the signup
sheet at the candle stand.

St. Maximus says: “God searches the intention of everything that we
do, whether we do it for Him or for any other motive.”
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Translation of the Image “Not-Made-By-Hands” of our Lord Jesus Christ
from Edessa to Constantinople, the Third “Feast of the Savior in August”:
Yesterday, August 16, was The Feast of the Transfer of the Icon Not-Madeby-Hands, or the “Savior on Linen Cloth.” The particular reverence of this Feast in
the Russian Orthodox Church is also expressed in iconography, and the Icon NotMade-by-Hands was one of the most widely distributed.
The Transfer from Edessa to Constantinople of the Icon of our Lord Jesus Christ
Not-Made-by-Hands occurred in the year 944. Eusebius, in his HISTORY OF THE
CHURCH (I:13), relates that when the Savior was preaching, Abgar ruled in
Edessa. He was stricken all over his body with leprosy. Reports of the great
miracles worked by the Lord spread throughout Syria (Mt.4:24) and reached even
Abgar. Without having seen the Savior, Abgar believed in Him as the Son of God.
He wrote a letter requesting Him to come and heal him. He sent with this letter to
Palestine his own portrait-painter Ananias, and commissioned him to paint a
likeness of the Divine Teacher.
Ananias arrived in Jerusalem and saw the Lord surrounded by people. He was
not able to get close to Him because of the large throng of people listening to the
preaching of the Savior. Then he stood on a high rock and attempted to paint the
portrait of the Lord Jesus Christ from afar, but this effort was not successful. The
Savior saw him, called to him by name and gave him a short letter for Abgar in
which He praised the faith of this ruler. He also promised to send His disciple to
heal him of his leprosy and guide him to salvation.
Then the Lord asked that water and a cloth be brought to Him. He washed His
Face, drying it with the cloth, and His Divine Countenance was imprinted upon it.
Ananias took the cloth and the letter of the Savior to Edessa. Reverently, Abgar
pressed the holy object to his face and he received partial healing. Only a small
trace of the terrible affliction remained until the arrival of the disciple promised by
the Lord. He was St Thaddeus, Apostle of the Seventy (August 21), who preached
the Gospel and baptized Abgar and all the people of Edessa. Abgar put the Holy
Napkin in a gold frame adorned with pearls, and placed it in a niche over the city
gates. On the gateway above the icon he inscribed the words, “O Christ God, let no
one who hopes on Thee be put to shame.”
For many years the inhabitants kept a pious custom to bow down before the Icon
Not-Made-by-Hands, when they went forth from the gates. But one of the greatgrandsons of Abgar, who later ruled Edessa, fell into idolatry. He decided to take
down the icon from the city wall. In a vision the Lord ordered the Bishop of Edessa
to hide His icon. The bishop, coming by night with his clergy, lit a lampada before
it and walled it up with a board and with bricks.

Sunday Bulletin

Orthodox Church of the Mother of God
"The Joy of All the Sorrowful"
Founded 1966

115 Hudson St. Mays Landing, New Jersey 08330

V. Rev. Dr. Matthew Searfoorce,
Temporary Rector
Email: docandrn1@verizon.net
Phone: 856-227-6915

Glory to
Jesus Christ

Glory
Forever

Afterfeast of the
Dormition

In giving birth you preserved your virginity,
In falling asleep you did not forsake the world, O Theotokos.
You were translated to life, O Mother of Life,
And by your prayers, you deliver our souls from death.

Troparion — Tone 1

Today the Church remembers:
Afterfeast of the Dormition ● Martyr Myron, Presbyter, of Cyzicus (254) ● Ven.
Alypius the Iconographer, of the Kiev Caves (Near Caves—1114) ● Martyrs Paul,
his sister Juliana, and the rest, of Syria (ca. 273) ● Martyrs Thyrsus, Leucius, and
Coronatus, with others, at Cæsarea in Bithynia (3rd c.) ● Martyr Patroclus of
Troyes (3rd c.) ● Martyrs Straton, Philip, Eutychian and Cyprian, of Nicomedia
(ca. 303) ● Bl. Theodoretus, Enlightener of the Lapps (Solovétsky Monastery—
1571).
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10 Sunday after Pentecost

Tone 1 of the Octoechos
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